[Serum protein binding and elimination half-lives of naproxen in patients with hepatocellular or obstructive icterus (author's transl)].
Serum protein binding of (+)-6-methoxy-alpha-methyl-2-naphthaline acetic acid (naproxen) is considerably reduced in patients with hepatocellular or obstructive icterus, respectively. There is a significant negative correlation between serum bilirubin concentration and serum protein binding of naproxen. However, bilirubin cannot be responsible exclusively for the reduced naproxen binding. This has been shown by studies with serum to which bilirubin was added in vitro. The hypothetical plasma concentration at the time zero and the half-lives of naproxen were not altered in patients with hepatocellular or obstructive icterus in comparison with healthy subjects. This may possibly cause an increased pharmacologic effect of naproxen in icteric patients when the drug is administered in usual doses. For in this case the pharmacologically active unbound part of the drug must be increased.